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Background

The Dutch Wereld Natuur Fonds is a part of 
the international nature conservation 
organisation the WWF (World Wide Fund for
Nature).

This worldwide network consists of:

• 30 national organisations

• 24 programme offices
• 4 organisations allied to the WWF
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Support 

As of 1 July 2007

• 935,000 donators 
of which

– 93,000 WNF 
Rangers

– 24,000 WNF 
Bamboekidsz
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Nature Protection

Seven work areas

• Freshwater regions

• Oceans and coastal regions

• Forest regions

• Climate

• Threatened plant and animal species

• Sustainable markets

• Nature and livelihoods
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Freshwater regions

• Great importance for plant and animal kingdom 
and for mankind, ecosystem services

• Under threat from:

– water wastage

– water pollution

– climate change

– building of dams and dykes

• WNF is working on protection and restoration

• Large and small river and wetland programmes 
around the globe
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WWF and climate change: Mitigation

• Increase awareness on effects of climate change

• Reduction green house gas emissions: clean tech

• Promoting the REDD
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WWF and climate change: Adaptation

• Preventing maladaptation 

• Promoting funding for adaptation

• Promoting good adaptation by defining criteria 

• Developing best practices worldwide: ecosystem based 
adaptation from Hilltop to Ocean (H2O)
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The Yangtze: from the Tibetan Plateau to 
the East China Sea
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The Tibetan Plateau, the source of the 
mighty 7 Asian rivers



OrganisatieHome Natuurbescherming Projecten Marketing en Communicatie Contact

Tibetan Plateau: CC facts

• Temperate rise

• Melting glaciers and permafrost: floods and 
droughts

• Increase and decrease in wetlands sizes

• Decrease of Glacial Area 11% by 2060
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Adaptation solutions

• Climate vulnerability studies

• Show upstream – downstream linkages (with 
Unesco-IHE)

• Reducing the other threats like overgrazing: 
resilience building

• Protection of wetlands

• Discuss maladaptation and mitigation (dams)
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The Yangtze: from the Tibetan Plateau to 
the East China Sea
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The Yangtze floodplains, CC

• Floods increasing

• Droughts increasing

• Maladaptation like dams and dykes

• Combination with other threats
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The Yangtze floodplains, Adaptation 
solutions

• Solutions: room for river, restoring floodplain

• Ecological network

• Removing sluice gates

• Dam regimes
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• Sea level rise

• Changing water regime from the river

• Salt water intrusion

• Urbanisation 

the Yangtze delta, CC
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• Yangtze delta vision development 

An ecosystem based approach for urban planning (mudflats as coastal 
defense, mounds for buildings, natural land reclamation)

Large green areas within the new city limits

The Yangtze delta, adaptation measures
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World Estuary Alliance: cooperation on 
ecosystem based adaptation
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Upstream-downstream linkages

• Yangtze Forum

• CC vulnerability studies



OrganisatieHome Natuurbescherming Projecten Marketing en Communicatie Contact

Adaptation from source to sea
• Yangtze

• Mekong

• Indus

• Ganga

• Andes- Amazon

• Ardennes – SW NL delta
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General observations:

• Flexibility of institutions is key because many CC uncertainties

• Building ecosystem resilience: a no harm and effective solution

• Classical conservation and reducing threats measures: resilience

• Also new arguments for nature restoration: win-win
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Thank you for your attention!


