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• International Red Cross/Red Crescent Conference, 
November 2007: Pledge by Netherlands government for 
DRR/CCA programme

• Three countries:
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• Three countries:
– Colombia
– Indonesia
– Ethiopia

• Key focus: Learning on integrating climate adaptation in RC 
disaster risk reduction activities



� Two projects on climate 
adaptation/ drought risk 

Together we can �  make a difference
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adaptation/ drought risk 
reduction aimed at food 
insecure highland farmers.

� Rainfall has in recent years 
become more erratic and 
drought periods more frequent 
and persistent (failing of short 
rain seasons).
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Key activities : 

• Food security: seeds, tools

Together we can �  make a difference
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• Food security: seeds, tools
• Water and sanitation: river    
diversion, water harvesting, wells
• Natural resource management 
• Health and hygiene
• Early warning systems 
• Income generation activities
• Advocacy and policy development 
on climate and DRR
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• 144 check dams

• 5145 micro basins

• 2931 eyebrow basins
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• Acacia saligna
• Neem
• Jatrova
• Sesbania sesban 
• Gravilia robusta• Gravilia robusta
• Guava 
• Olive tree
• Conifers  
• Chinese mole 



Together we can �  improve our work

VIDEO:  “ Farmer-to-farmer learning in a changing climate”

• Farmers’ perspective on changes in 
natural environment and climate and 
possible ways to address these.

o

• Innovative use of video by using 
footage of existing drought risk 
reduction project (Spanish RC) to 
inform farmers on aim and activities of 
NLRC supported project.
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Climate is changing. 
Are you?
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Departamento de la Guajira

Key threats: 

Coastal 
erosion and 
river river 
flooding

Increased 
exposure to 
hurricanes



Satellite picture Cienaga de Santa Martha, 
Colombia



Coastal areas “eaten “ by the sea



“Aggressive” coastal erosion



Fishing communities are threatened 



Local “adaptation” 
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INDONESIA
Strengthening Red Cross and 
Community Capacity on Integrated 
Community Based Risk Reduction Community Based Risk Reduction 
of Climate  Induced Disasters

Nusa Tenggara Timur -



Two project sites in Nusa 
Tenggara Timur province:

Project locations

Together we can �  make a difference

• Flores island
• Alor Island



• Coastal erosion

Main threats
Together we can �  make a difference

River floods (Alor)Coastal erosion (Flores)



Key activities 

• Capacity building of staff and volunteers (with • Capacity building of staff and volunteers (with 
special focus on climate related issues)

• Enhancing resilience of coastal communities and 
population exposed to river floods



Together we can �  strengthen capacities

Coastal erosion: possible solutions

Planting of mangrove trees Houses on stilts



• Early warning using 
traditional systems (gong). 
• Protection of water wells
• Larger scale structural 

River flood mitigation efforts

Together we can �  strengthen capacities

• Larger scale structural 
solutions such as drainage 
system and bridge are 
currently being discussed with 
local government 



Together we can �  improve our work

Key lessons learned 

General 
• Climate activities should not be treated separately but need to be 

integrated in existing programs

OperationalOperational
• Climate induced risks need to be addressed in a comprehensive 

manner, combining �soft� and �hard� interventions
• Operational integration of climate trends in local program design and 

development (i.e. in disaster preparedness and mitigation) is often 
challenging 

• A proper problem analysis helps to identify the correct underlying 
factors and avoids attribution

• Health concerns should be given a central place in DRR/CCA 
programs



Together we can �  improve our work

Key lessons learned 

• The climate-change “signal” in a local context is often 
difficult to pinpoint. “No regrets” measures, which 
contribute to strengthening overall resilience should in 
such a case be considered.such a case be considered.

• Learn to live with uncertainty.

• Tangible threats affecting live and livelihoods are a strong 
mobilizing factor for communities.

• Build programs on already existing local adaptation 
strategies.



Together we can �  improve our work

Key lessons learned 

Institutional
• Wide institutional buy-in for climate change is important.

• Climate change needs to be institutionally embedded in policy AND          • Climate change needs to be institutionally embedded in policy AND          
practice

Partnerships
• Need for a more strategic partnership between RC Societies and 

meteorological offices and knowledge centers

• Strengthen collaboration with government line departments on 
climate issues



Thanks!!!

Together we can �  improve our work


